Remember Amalek

Rabbi Nachi Klein
Mara D'atra, Young Israel of Northridge, CA

Memory plays a key role in Jewish observance. Zechirat Yetziat Mitzrayim (remember our
departure from Egypt) is a major component in many mitzvot. A key factor in mitzvot is the mental
attention applied when each mitzvah is performed. Mitoch Sheloh Lishmah Bah Lishma (a concept
used when performing mitzvot that we're not enthusiastic about, but do so anyway because it's
proper), teaches this. Although we are rewarded for the performance of these mitzvoth, having
the mental focus of doing a mitzvah for the sake of HaShem is better. In fact, in some instances,
such as the mitzvah of loving G-D or the sin of idol worship, thought alone will create the mitzvah
or the sin.

Regardless of age, the mitzvah of Zechirat Amalek (remember to destroy the nation of Amalek)

applies to all Jews. Forgetfulness may be excusable when it comes to anniversaries or birthdays,
but for the mitzvah of remembering to wipe out Amalek, there are no workable excuses. When
someone doesn’t remember, they're guilty of violating a negative commandment.

In order to understand the mitzvah of remembering [to destroy] Amalek, it is important to
understand the essence of Amalek.

In the first incident of Amalek in the Torah (Shemot 17:8-16) the verse states Vayavoh Amalek
Vayilachem im Yisrael B'Rifidim (Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim) The
Medrash explains that the place Massah was called Rephidim (decline) because the Jewish people
weakened in their study of the Torah.

The verse directly prior to the arrival of Amalek states that the place was called Massah Meriva
(because of the striving of B'nei Yisrael) because the Jews said “Is the Lord among us, or is He
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not?”

These two ideas present two faults of B'nei Yisrael: 1. They questioned whether HaShem was with
them; and 2. They were lax in the study of Torah.

Both of these ideas — belief in HaShem and Torah study — are fundamental to the survival of the
Jewish People. Without them, there is no reason for existence.

In the pesukim leading up to today’s reading of Parshat Zachor, the Torah warns us to ensure that
when we conduct business, we use proper weights and measures. One who cheats in weights and
measurements has done acts of abomination to HaShem (Devarim 25:13-16). The Netziv
(Devarim 25:17) explains that the sin of false measurements is rooted in idol worship, insomuch
that both express a lack of emuna#h (faith) in HaShem. Both times Amalek are mentioned in the
Torah relate to the Jewish peoples’ lack of faith in Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Yet, one needs to
understand the necessity for the negative mitzvah of Lo 7ishkach — You shall not forget (Devarim
28:17-19).

Amalek comes when the Jewish people are lax in their avodat HaShem (service to G-d). Amalek’s
goal is to make events of the world seem as mikrah (happenstance) thereby removing people’s
feeling of being connected to G-d.

Amalek is a focused nation — focused on eradicating the Jewish people. Their determination
reminds us of the intensity with which we should also focus — on our own goals. Their
determination shakes the laxity that exists within us, to help us become a devoted, focused nation
with one goal in mind: Kiddush HaShem, sanctifying HaShem.

We've lost our focus when we start to question our emunah, whether by letting go of the Torah,
by subverting people in business, or lack faith in the Almighty. With this we can understand the
mitzvah of Lo Tishkach (you shall not forget). Lo Tishkachis a mitzvah of the heart. The heart is
considered to be the source of our devotion to HaShem, and more importantly our Emunah in
HaShem.

HaShem wakes up the hearts of His children to follow Him through a Mitzvah of the heart — the
remembrance of what Amalek did to us.. It is only when we lack our own devotion that Amalek
comes with their kind of devotion.

The mitzvah of Zechirat Amalek is the constant reminder to have faith in Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
With constant faith, the sinful incidents leading up to Amalek’s arrival would never happen. May

we be zocheh (worthy) to always remember and never forget to build our emunah in HaShem.
When we do, we'll avoid the other negative reminders, which we would rather do without. Shabbat
Shalom.

The Weekly Sidra

"Nothing Crude About M'norah Oil"
Rabbi Moshe Greebel Z"L

The Mitzvah of kindling the M'nora in the Mishkan (Tabernacle) opens this week’s Sidra, with
HaKadosh Baruch Hu stating the following to Moshe:




"And you shall command the B'nai Yisroel, that they bring you pure beaten oil olive for the light (of
the M'nora), for the lamp to burn always.” (Sh'mos 27:20)

Note how particular the Torah is about the olive oil used for the illumination of the M'nora, in that
it could only come from the very first squeezing of the press. In the commentary of the 7zror
HaMor (Rav Avraham Saba- 1440- 1508 of blessed memory) a few observations are offered
concerning this oil.

Yisroel is comparable to an olive. Just as the olive only emits its oil after squeezing and beating,
so too does Yisroel show its true worth after they have been maltreated with many agonies by the
other nations of the world, but still remain fast to the dictates of the Torah afterwards. The 7zror
HaMor continues.

As well, Yisroel is compared to oil. For, even though oil is mixed with any other liquid, the oil will
eventually rise and float on the top. So too is Yisroel, that even though they are mixed into the
other nations, they always rise in stature among their host countries, and are never absorbed.

The most remarkable thing about this, concluded the 7zror HaMor, is that even though Yisroel has
been persecuted and made to suffer more unendurable agony than any other nation on this
planet, with all this, Yisroel still maintains its high spiritual level of trust in HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

A perception of the M'nora itself is proffered by the commentary of the Avnei Aize/ (Rav Alexander
Zusia Friedman- 1897- 1943) of blessed memory.

The phrase “That they bring you pure beaten olive oil for the light” means as follows. It was the
passion, so to speak, of Moshe Rabbeinu to continuously publicize before the entire civilized world
the immense sanctity and unique oneness of Yisroel, in order that all see that the Sh’china (Divine
Presence) resides only among them. And, for precisely this reason, Moshe stated the following:

"For where shall it be known here that I and Your people have found grace in Your sight? Is it not
in that You go with us that we are distinct, I and Your people, from all the people that are upon
the face of the earth?” (Sh'mos 33:16)

Now then, continues the Avnei Aizel, there is no other Mitzvah in the Torah which hints as strongly
to the fact that the Sh'china resides among Yisroel, as does the Mitzvah of the M'nora. Consider
the following from the Gemarah of Shabbos 22b:

"..... Does He (HaKadosh Baruch Hu) then require its (the M'nora’s) light? Surely, during the entire
forty years that Yisroel traveled in the wilderness, they traveled only by His light (and not by the
light of the M'nora)! But, it is a testimony for all those who come into the world that the Sh'china
rests in Yisroel.....”

The Gemarah continues with a question:
"..... What is the testimony? Said Rav, 'That was the western most branch (of the M'nora) in
which the same quantity of oil was poured as into the rest, and yet he (the Kohain) kindled (the

others) from it and ended with it.”

That is, most miraculously, every single day the western most candle of the M'nora lasted the
longest even though it held the same amount of oil as the others, was lit first, and used to light




the other candles, without fail. This signaled to the world that the Sh’china resided among
Yisroel.

And, concluded the Avnei Aizel, that is why the Passuk states, “That they bring you (Moshe) pure
beaten oil olive for the light (of the M'nora).” That is, because the western most candle of the
M’nora would assist in fulfilling that which was most desirous to Moshe, namely, that the world
comes to the realization that the Sh’china resides only among Yisroel. Therefore, the
manufactured pure olive oil for the M'nora was directed to Moshe.

The commentary of the 7o/dos Yitzchak (Rav Yitzchak Cairo, uncle of Rav Yosef Cairo 15"-16%
century of blessed memory), presented this mathematical elucidation. The first Bais HaMikdash
lasted 410 years, while the second lasted 420, which is a total of 830. The term for olives that are
beaten is ‘Kasis,” which is spelled Kaff (20), Saf (400), Yud (10), Saf (400), which alphanumerically
has the value of 830.

This is to say that during those 830 years, the world was well aware that the Sh’china resided
among Yisroel due to the miracle of the western most candle. Yet, construes the 7o/dos Yitzchak,
our original Passuk concludes with “For the lamp to burn always.” That is, unlike the first two
Batei Mikdash, the light of the third, may it come soon within our days, will ‘burn always.’

And, we have a final reflection from the Sichos Tzadikim, which cites the commentary of Rashi in
Bamidbar 8:2:

..... It is necessary to light (the candles of the M'nora) until the flame rises by itself.”

That is, instructs the Sichos Tzadikim, within the heart of each and every Jew, there kindles a
small point of heavenly light, which is impossible to completely eradicate. The major advantage of
this innermost heavenly light is that it does not require much effort. Rather, all one has to do is
simply kindle it, and the flame rises by itself.

May we soon see the G'ulah Sh'laimah in its complete resplendence- speedily, and in our
times. Good Shabbos.

Parshas Tezaveh: The Deeper Meaning of Clothes

Mowmunaxa Tezaveh: rny6okui cmbicn Ogexpaa
Rabbi Yisroel Yitzchok Silberberg
Associate Member, Young Israel Council of Rabbis

BblpocLumii 1 4acTo NOPYYEHUIO MOUX POAUTENEN U yuuTenein HUKOrAa He NpU3BaTh APYroro
yenoBeKka Mo Ha3BaHMWIo «Bbl» U, kak K B "I, Tbl". ELle B AETCTBE 5 oLeHWUN 3Ty Ntobe3HocTb. Kak
S CTan cTapLle 1 yyacTue ellmBsbl, S Takxke 6bln BBeAEH K MbIC/IW, YTO Aaxe BO BpeMsl pa3roBopa
YMECTHO MCMOoMb30BaTb TPETbE NNLO, KOraa pedb naeT YenoBeke, KOTOPOro Bbl rOBOpUTE C.
Hanpumep, 3To NpusTHO cka3aTb: Pebe ckasan ... a He roBopuTb "Bbl ckazanu ...". OfHaKo Ha 3Ton
Heziene B rnaee, Tezaveh, B NepBoM cTuxe BceBbilHUIA 0b6paLlaeTcs KTo-To, skobbl Molue, no
nnutke ", n Bbl", kKak BceBblWHUIA NpeanucebiBaeT Molle 0 3anoBeaun 3anoBeay NoAroTOBKU
0/IMBKOBOE Macso ansi MeHopsbl. NMoyeMy Hahsem noMolLbio 3TOro pa3roBOPHbIN TEPMUH BMECTO
6onee obLLero 1 yBaxuTenbHOE NpakTuka peweHus Mowe ero umeHeMm. Kpome Toro, 3to
€AVHCTBEHHbIN NapLy B KOTOpoM Molue Rabbeunu He ynomuHaeTcs aaxke oavH pas.




[NaBHOV TEMOi B 3TOW rNaBe, SIBNSIETCS OnMcaHne oaexabl KosHbl HOCUnM B Xpame. TeMa oaexapl
OYeHb MHTEPECHO M YBNEKATENbHO. [N HEKOTOPLIX JIIOZIEN oAexaa NPOCTO CPEACTBO 6biTb
OAETbIM U MOKPbITbI U HE UMEET 3MOLMOHA/IbHOE 3HaUYeHne. TeM He MeHee, ANt ApYrvX OAeXAabl C
HE3aKOHHbIM 3MOLMOHAJIbHYIO BOJTHEHWE B NMCUXMKE MHAMBUAA, KOTOPbIV NMOMOraeT OnpeaesiuTh,
KTO OHU ECTb, M NO3BOJISET UM BblpaXkaTb CBOM 3MOLIMOHASIbHbIE NEPEXMBaAHNSA B Mpe. Moii oTel|
MOXXET BBECTU KOCTIOM MarasuH U1 BbIATU C HOBbIM KOCTIOMOM B Te€UYEHME 15 MUHYT. TeM He MeHee,
3TO 06bIYHO 3aHMMAET OT MEHsI HECKOJTbKO Heaeslb UCCNeloBaHNI 1 noceTvB 6onee aecsTka
MarasvHoB, YTO6bl, HAKOHEL], MOKOHUYNUTb C MOKYMKOW.

Topa roBopuT HaM, 4To KO3H JO/MKeH HOCUTbL CrieumanbHble OAeXabl BO BpeMs CBOel paboTbl B
XpaMme. B ToM cny4ae, ecnv OH He BbINOJHSAET 3Ty AMPEKTUBY OH HaKa3aHWe CMepTbio. MoyeMy 3To
TaK 3HauuMbl ANt KO3H HOCUTb UMEHHO 3TW KOHKPETHbIE OIeXy?

Kpome Toro, TanMya B 3eBaxXmMM YUUT HAC, UTO NPOCTO akT KoxaHa HOCUTb €ro Ha3HauyeHHbIN
ofexay B HeM caMo Mo cebe SBNSIETCH UCKYMIIEHME 3a FPEXM EBPENCKOro Hapoaa. XanaTt [HocuTb
NepBOCBSLLEHHNKA] UCKYMWUM KPOBbO, 6pnaXK, UCKYMNEHHbIE HENOTPEOCTBO, TIopbaHe 3acTynmn
BbICOKOMEPWS, PEMEHb UCKYMWIT [HEUNCTBIX] pasayMuit cepaue, HarpyaHblii UCKYMNn
npeHebpexxeHns rpaXkaaHCKMMKM 3akoHaMK, apTyK UCKYNMA MAOMOMNOKIOHCTBA, NAaLly UCKYNuA 3a
KJIEBETY, U KOPOHa, HOCUTb Ha Nby, UCKYNuA Harnoctv. Kak naccuBHbIN akT NPOCTO HOCUTb
oaexabl UMEKOT Takoe rny60Koe cnencrteme Tak MHOro ﬂlO,quI?

YT06bl MOHSATH, MOTHOMOYMSI M 3HAUMTENbHOE oAeXAbl AaBaiTe 6onee rnyboKuii B3rnsg Ha To, YTo
npeacraenseT ogexay. PasevmH XanM Butane npegaHHbIM yyeHukoMm Apusans Hakadosh nuwer,
YTO HalLe Teso He MpeACTaBNST Hally CylWwHOCTb. Ckopee Hawe Teno ¢opma oaexabl ANs HamX
Ayuwl. [ywa oTpa)kaeT Hally CYLIHOCTb, KaK OHa MPOU3BOAUT Hall MHTENNeKT 1 aMoumnn. OH Takxke
MWLLIET, YTO KOrAa YesioBek NoKuAaeT STOT MUP ero MUPCKOM OAEXAbI YAANAKOTCSA U 3aMEHSIIOTCS C
AYXOBHbIM Of€X/bl NMoA Ha3BaHWEM PaBBMHCKMI TyHMKA, KOTOpasi 6bli1ia MOCTPOEHA OT HallmX
[AYXOBHbIX Aieniax B 3TOM Mupe. Hawm 248 opraHoB 1 365 Xun, KOTOpble COCTaBASAIOT Halle Teno
COOTBETCTBYIOT UAEHTMYHBLIM 248 1 365 AyX0BHOWM oaex bl Halel Aylun, koTopasi paspaboTana B
3TOM MMPE W eANHCTBEHHBLIM MOKPbLITUS HalLen Aywun B 3arpobHOM MuUpe.

Opexaa M3 KO3HaM OTPaXXatoT AYXOBHYIO 0eXAYy HaluMX Ayl Ha B BbICLIEN CTEMEHW YACTOThI U,
cnefoBaTeslbHO, MMEIOT TaKMUE MOSTHOMOYMSI, YTOBbI UCKYNUTb Halu rpexu. KosH, KoTopblii
npeHebperaeT HOCUTb 3TU OAEXbl, 3aTEM OXBaTbIBAET JIMLb C EF0 MUPCKON oAexae, KoTopas
OXBaTbIBAET €ro TE0 M ero AyxoBHasi oAexaa, MOCTPOEHHOM Mo ero 3anoBeaen u Aobpbix gen.
[nsa BbINOMHeHMs cBaToe Aeno Hahsem B cBsAWEHHOM MecTe B 3TOM Mupe KosH TpebyeT, 4Tobbl
3TU CneumanbHble OAeX /bl KakK 3aliMTbl U U30N5UMK OT rpexa.

PaBBWH Samspon Padasnb Mplu npeanaraeT Apyrov Noaxoa K BaXHOCTM ofex/bl KoaHbl B. OH
MULLET, YTO oAexaa NpeacTaBnaTb 06LWMHY B LenoM, 1 3To npespawaeT paboty KoraHa ot
cnyx6bl nHamemnaa Kk cnyxbe obuwectsa, B Klall. Takum obpa3om, ogexaa B KoraHa MoxeT
WCKYNWUTb Fpexu NtoAei ToNbKo Toraa, koraa KoxaH HaaeBaeT cneumnanbHyto oaexay, a He ero
oTAeNbHblE NpeaMeThl oAexabl.

Bo3MoXkHO, NpuyMHa Molle He YNOMMHAETCS B 3TON raBe ABASETCS WIOCTPUPYIOT TOT (akT, uTo
cuna Mcpasnb He BbI3bIBAETCSH OAWH, HO OT BCEX HAc KakK eAMHOro Hapoda ero MHANBMAOB.
Moatomy Hahsem ncnonb3oBan TepMuH "Bbl" 60nblue yaanseTcs onucaHue n Mowe He
YMNOMWHAETCS OAMH pa3 B 3TOM rNaBe, YTObbl MOKa3aTb HaM, YTO Aa)Ke CaMblli BESIMKUIA YESIOBEK B
Mupe, kak Mowe Rabbeunu He MOXeT caenaTtb 3TO B OAMHOUKY.

Tanmya B TpakTaTe LLa66aT, oTHOCUTCS pacckas o pabbu Yochanon, KOTOpbIN Ha3Ban ero oaexay




"mowu honorers". Tanmya B BpaxoT roBopuTcst B UMeHn pabéu Moccn coit pabbu XaHuHa: ToT, KTo
YHUXXAET ofeXAay, B KOHLE KOHLOB, He ByaeT n3snekaTb Nonb3y oT HMX. MoTtomy yto [asua
oTpe3an kpai ot oaexabl Cayna, No3ToMy 3TO CObINOCk, YTO, Koraa "uapb [JaBua cocTapuncs, v
npuLen B AHSIX; OHW MOKPbIBA/IM €ro OAeXAaMu, HO He HarpeBanu". TanMya aanee 3asBisieT, UTo
06pa3oBaHHbI YenoBeK He IO/MKEH HOCUTb HEUNCTbIE oaexabl. Halla oaexaa npeacTaBnsTb
Haww rnybokune oaexay, KOTopble OXBaTbIBAlOT HaLle Teso M anneropuyeckn Mbl AO/MKHbI
AepXkaTb UX B YUCTOTE OT rPexa M yBaxkaTb MX Po/ib B 3alMTE HAC OT NMpUMECEN.

Xopouwmwe LWab6aTt! Good Shabbos!

Haman and the Achashveroshe
Rabbi Yonoson Hirtz
Associate Member , Young Israel Council of Rabbis

During the reading of Megillat Esther, the climax of the Purim story comes during Esther’s second
private party. King Achashverosh asks his queen: mah ba-ka-sha-sech, ad chatzi hamalchus v’say-
vesh — “Whatever you desire, I will grant you up to half of my kingdom.”

Esther responds that she requests life, because her nation was “sold” for annihilation. She
continues, “If we would have been sold just as meres slaves, I would have remained silent, but
the adversary is not worthy of the King’s damage.” Shocked, Achashverosh asks: me who zeh,
vazeh hu?-"Who would dare do this, and where is he?”

We might wonder why Achashverosh was surprised, considering that it was only a few days before
when he heard Haman accuse the Jews of foiling his plan to eliminate them from the King’s 127
provinces. Not only did the King agree with Haman's plan, but he removed his signet ring and
gave it to Haman, after Haman promised the King ten thousand silver talents for the King’s
treasury. Apparently, the King was in on the plan! Haman would not have attempted to succeed
without the King’s consent. So, how could the King have forgotten this in just a few short days?
What does he really mean by asking, “Where is the one who dared to do this?”

In his commentary to the Megillah, the Malbim points to a very important nuance that sheds light
on this issue, and explains the relationship between Haman and Achashverosh. When looking
closely at Haman'’s initial anti-Jewish request to Achashverosh, we note that he says: “If it pleases
the King, let it be recorded that they be — Labdam”[Esther 3:9]. What does the word Labdam
mean? The root is TaX— to disappear or to be lost. The Malbim explains that when Haman was
making his proposal to the King; he did not say to kill and annihilate the Jewish people. He knew
the King just wanted the Jews to become assimilated into the indigenous population, and realized
the King was not a lover of the Jewish people. But Achashverosh actually wanted them to be lost
as Jews, to disappear as a distinctive nation with its unique belief system. He wasn’t a murderer;
he was not interested in mass extermination and bloodshed. His thinking was that you can destroy
the Jewish religion without destroying the Jewish people. Therefore, Haman told Achashverosh,
“let us take care of this religion; there will be none left in your kingdom who practices Judaism —
Labdam.” And the King agreed! But he did not agree to genocide. The King was not a partner in
the murder of the Jews. He didn't like the Jews, but he was not ready to physically eliminate the
Jewish Nation from the face of the earth.

After Achashverosh agreed to Labdam, Haman called the scribes and dictated letters containing
what supposedly were the King's orders — /‘hashmid I'harog u-Iabed — to destroy, to kill and to

Labed — to have them become lost. The letters were sent throughout the 127 provinces — that
on the 137 day of Adar, all Jews shall be exterminated. But, we must remember: Achashverosh




never agreed to that! He only agreed to L/Abdam. So, when Esther said that had we been sold as
slaves (which would ultimately lead to the Jews being assimilated because, as slaves, they would
be forbidden to practice their religion) she could not have said anything else since you [King]
agreed to that. However, Haman wanted to exterminate us! That is what Achashverosh meant —
not who is the one responsible — he knew it was Haman. What Achashverosh was surprised about
was who had the chutzpah to usurp my authority! Who assumed he could speak for the King? Who
authorized the genocide? Achashverosh became angry at Haman for what Haman attempted to
do to the Jews. Not to the Jews themselves. Achashverosh was always looking over his shoulder,
as he was wary of a coup. He himself was not of royal blood. He became King during political
upheavals and took advantage of the opportunity to maneuver himself into power. He knew that if
someone on his level were able to assume such power, others could also do so. He was suspicious
of Haman, and now he saw that Haman had encroached on the King’s authority by attempting to
speak for him. That is all Achashverosh needed. (He had already been suspicious when Haman
suggested that the greatest honor a person could receive from the King was to be allowed to wear
the King’s clothes and ride the King's horse.) — me hoo zeh, vazeh hoo, asher milu libo l'asos
kain? — “Who signed a decree in my name to which I did not agree?”

Haman was immediately killed for taking over the King’s authority. The story of Purim is the Story
of the Jewish people. There have always been Hamans who wanted to see us disappear. There
have always been the Achashveroshes who wanted us to cease from observing our Torah. And
there have always been external conflicts, as well, which indirectly affected the Jews. But Am
Yisrael outlives them all. Let us hope that the Hamans and the Achashveroshes of our world will
come to an end, and the miracles of Purim will once again occur as they did Bayamin Hahaim
Bzman Hazeh. Shabbat Shalom — Chag Purim Samayach.

Meafar Kumi
Rabbi Ronen Shaharabany
Graduate, NCYI Rabbinic Training Program
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