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In this week’s Sidra we witness the very dramatic and intense presentation of the last day of the life of Moshe Rabbeinu:

"And he said to them, I am one hundred and twenty years old this day,; I can no more go out and come in; also HaShem has said
to me, "You shall not go over this Jordan.” HaShem your G-d, He will go over before you, and He will destroy these nations from
before you, and you shall possess them,; and Y'hoshua, he shall go over before you, as HaShem has said.” (Dvarim 31:2-3)

From the expressions ‘I am one hundred and twenty years old this day’ and ‘I can no more go out and come in,” it would appear
that Moshe’s inability to physically go about was the result of his advanced age. Yet, based on the KSav Sofer (Rav Avraham Shmuel
Binyamin Schreiber 1815- 1871 of blessed memory), nothing could be further from the truth.

In reality, learns the KSav Sofer, Moshe, on this auspicious day, stated the following to the B'nai Yisroel:

"Today, for the first time in my life, do I feel old age upon me. And, until this very day, I have never felt the physical weaknesses
of old age.”

From this, deduces the KSav Sofer, we plainly see that Moshe’s inability to go about on this particular day was not the result of old
age, but rather due to the decree of ‘*You shall not go over this Jordan.” That is, at this very precise moment in history, Moshe
announced to the B’nai Yisroel that he was not permitted to physically advance into Eretz Canaan, for his feet had gone as far as they
would carry him in this life.

And, continues the K’Sav Sofer, Moshe continued speaking to them:

"Be not afraid (that I can go no further), for 'HaShem your G-d, He will go over before you.” 'He will destroy these nations from
before you’ with the condition that 'Y'hoshua, he shall go over before you.” However, he shall not go for his own honor, but for the
honor of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. And, all of this is 'As HaShem has said.”

And, with these last words to the B'nai Yisroel, Moshe would depart from this life, never ironically having stepped foot in the land
into which he labored so intently to bring others. And so, conclude the words of the KSav Sofer.
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On our first Passuk (verse) above ‘I am one hundred and twenty years old this day,” Rashi cites the Gemarah in Rosh HaShanah
11a, which learns:

"This day my days and years have reached full measure, which teaches that HaKadosh Baruch Hu sits and completes the years of
the righteous from day to day and from month to month.....”

Rashi explains this to mean that Moshe declared the following:
"On this day (7 Adar) I was born, and on this day I shall die.”

Based on the words of the Chassam Sofer (Rabbi Moshe Sofer [Schreiber] 1762- 1839 of blessed memory), with this statement of
being born and dying on the same day, Moshe gave a strong message to the B'nai Yisroel which, down through the ages, would
enable them not to give up hope many years later when the wicked Haman would brazenly attempt to destroy them. Describing
Haman'’s plot to find the suitable day to destroy the Jews of the Persian Empire, we find:

"In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Achashveirosh, they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman
from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar.” (Esther 3:7)

On this Passuk, the Gemarah in Megiflah 13b has this to say:

"A Tanna taught, 'When the lot fell on the month of Adar, he (Haman) rejoiced greatly, saying, "The lot has fallen for me on the
month in which Moshe died.” He did not know however, that Moshe died on the seventh of Adar, and was born on the seventh of
Adar.”

Hence, while at first thinking that the seventh day of Adar was an auspicious day to liquidate the Jews of the Persian Empire since
Moshe passed away on that day, he was not aware that ‘HaKadosh Baruch Hu sits and completes the years of the righteous from day
to day and from month to month,” which means that Moshe was born and passed away one hundred and twenty years apart on the
seventh day of Adar.

And, according to the Chassam Sofer, this is what Rashi meant when he wrote, “On this day (7" Adar) I was born, and on this day
I shall die.” Moshe on the day of his death informed the B'nai Yisroel that at a certain time long in the future, being born on the same
day as he would die would be instrumental in foiling the plot of a very wicked man, and would save the Persian Jews from their
adversaries who wanted them totally annihilated.

Regardless of time and circumstance, HaKadosh Baruch Hu always stands firmly and without interruption in His vigil of the Jewish
nation. This principle is clearly emphasized for us in Megillas Esther where Haman plots the destruction of the Jews to the king:

"And Haman said to king Ahasuerus, 'There is one people (the Jews) scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all the
provinces of your kingdom, and their laws are different from those of every other people; and they do not keep the king’s laws;
therefore it is not for the king’s profit to tolerate them.”” (Esther 3:8)

Now, in LaShon HaKodesh (holy tongue), the expression ‘there is’ translates into ‘Yeshno.” And, the root of ‘Yeshno’ is the same as
the root for ‘Shaina,” or sleep. The Midrash Esther Rabbah 7-12 describes Haman'’s conversation with the king as such:

"There is one people scattered abroad and dispersed..... (Haman stated), 'He of whom it is said, "HaShem is one” (Dvarim 6:4) is
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The Midrash continues with the response of HaKadosh Baruch Hu to this statement:

".... Said HaKadosh Baruch Hu to him, 'There is no sleep for Me, as it says, "Behold, He that keeps Yisroel does neither slumber
nor sleep.” (Thillim 121:4). And, you say that sleep does affect Me! As you live, I will awake from (the semblance of) sleep against
you and destroy you from the world!” And, so it is written, "Then HaShem awaked as one asleep.....” (ibid. 78:65) And, "He smote His
adversaries.....”” (ibid. 78:66)



May His vigil always be upon us.
May we soon see the G'ulah Sh'laimah in its complete resplendence- speedily, and in our times.

N210 NN N2MD, A Happy And Healthy New Year.

Maximize the Effectiveness of Teshuva
Rabbi Dovid Sochet
Associate Member, Young Israel Council of Rabbis

The Gemarah says that teshuva (repentance) out of fear transforms intentional sins into accidental sins. However, penitence
done out of love for Hashem is so great that it actually converts intentional sins into Mitzvohs.

How does this happen? What causes these different results based on the devotion in one's repentance?

The Orach L'chaim explains that teshuva out of fear results in one’s sins converting into accidental sins. This is derived from the
understanding that the Heavenly court does not punish one for transgressions done be’shogeg (unintentional sins). Although such sins
do still need atonement, this conversion helps to wash away the intention involved in his sin therefore he is no longer deserving of any
punishment. Nonetheless, the damage done by his misdeed has not yet been addressed. Therefore a person who does teshuva out of
trepidation, which is only triggered out of his concern of being reprimanded or punished, accomplishes his desire by having his sin
downgraded to a wrongdoing that doesn’t receive punishment. There does, nonetheless, still remain some distance between him and
his Creator for the sin is still present between them (figuratively). One who does teshuva out of love for Hashem has removed all
barriers that separate himself from his Maker.

The Chasam Sofer has a revolutionary approach. Although teshuva out of fear only causes the wrong deeds to be converted
into unintentional acts, such a teshuva, with the addition of prayer and charity, has the same effect as teshuva out of love towards
Hashem, thus also resulting in one’s wicked ways being perceived as meritorious acts.

I understand this idea of the Chasam Sofer as follows: Although this individual’s teshuva still did not remove the distance
created by his sinful ways, prayer in its true meaning automatically causes the barriers to peel away. Prayer is an act of dveikus
- cleaving (so to say) onto Hashem which breaks through the barriers that has separated them. So too, tzedaka (charity) has the same
effect. Tzedaka causes one to enter the King’s chambers despite his not being worthy, for Hashem shows favor to one who helps His
children.

In the Haftorah we read 210 NP IV XN 52 MOX 1NNX 'N DX 121 DMN2T DONY NP 1WA NOWD D POX N TV HSxwr naw
1NOY 0M9 NNSW- repent Israel, return to Hashem your G-d, for you have stumbled in your transgressions. Take with you words,
and return to Hashem. Say to Him, “Forgive all sin and accept that which is good, and we will render in the place of cattle the offering
of our prayers”.

With this preface the Chasam Sofer explains the words of the Haftorah. “Repent Israel” implies doing teshuva in any
format, even if only out of fear. “To Hashem your G-d” refers to tzedaka for how else can it be possible for a human to reach
Hashem'’s status? Rather it must be understood to mean emulating Hashem'’s attributes by giving charity and other assistance to the
needy. “For you have stumbled in your transgressions”- although you are now worthy since your repentance has reduced your
intentional wrongdoings to mere stumbling transgressions, unintended sins, yet they are still not counted as mitzvos. However, the
pasuk gives us hope and declares, “Take with you words- words of prayer, “return unto Hashem”- do teshuva, “forgive all sin and
accept that which is good”. Having fulfilled all three of the above components, Teshuva, Prayer and Tzedaka, we can now say that
Hashem forgives all sin and counts them as good deeds, as if one actually repented out of love for Hashem.

Perhaps the following Pasuk in this week’s Parsha > n'nn vn% & 12 NX NN NXM NN NX DD 12N NNV
12117190 NDWN X2 2 121 D8N 1100 TV X n'in- and now write for yourselves this song (the Torah) and teach it to the
Children of Israel, place it in their mouths so this song may be a witness for Me within Bnei Yisroel...... for I shall not be forgotten from



the mouths of their offspring”, can also be understood similarly as follows:

The Tiferes Yisroel explains that the reason for the custom of singing during the Viduy (prayer of confession) prayer on Yom Kippur
is in order that the teshuva should be out of love; singing causes one to be happy; it evokes one’s emotion of love. Our Rabbis teach
us that the word nnV1-now- always alludes to teshuva, “... "7"wn NX 029 12aND NNW1- and now write for yourselves this song”,
repent by inscribing in the depths of your heart this song, hinting to us that the repentance should be one done out of intense
love. N — the word zois has the numerical value of 408 which equals in total to the values of Tzom (136)-teshuva through
fasting, kol (136) - prayer, and mammon (136) — charity. The intent of this is to tell us that there are two ways we can reach a full
repentance. One is through love that totally erases the sin and renders it a Mitzvah. The other is at a time when the repentance is
done out of fear, which ordinarily still leaves a barrier between Hashem and the repentant, yet there is still a way to gain full
repentance; when it is done together with prayer and charity.

The verse now ends- 121111 91 NDWN X9- for I shall not be forgotten from the mouths of their offspring. This is a lesson
for all generations and all classes of people. Even for those who are not on a spiritual level to repent out of love, there is still a means
for them to regain entry into Hashem’s inner chambers, through simple teshuva accompanied by prayer and charity.

I would like to wish upon all an easy and meaningful fast. May we all merit that our prayers be answered for good. May it be Hashem’s
Divine will that we merit to welcome the Messiah speedily in our days. Good Shabbos and a sweet New Year.

Parshas V'yelech: The Repentance of The Masses
Parshas V'yelech: NokassHue macc

Rabbi Yisroel Yitzchok Silberberg

Associate Member, Young Israel Council of Rabbis

Ha aToln Hepene B HeaenbHoM rnaee Topbl 06CyxaaeT TpeboBaHMeE NOKasiTbC M BEPHYTLCS K Aflb-MOry4Ymid Nocsie eBpen rpexos. Topa
NPU3HAET, UTO YeNoBeYeckas NpMpoaa TakoBa, YTo Mbl 6yAeM UMETb B3METbl U MNAAEHNS HA NPOTSKEHNN HALLEN XXU3HU, HO B
KOHEYHOM CYETE Mbl, KaK OXXMAAETCS, YTOBbl UCKYNWUTL cebsl, NOKasBLLNCh C NMOSHLIM CEPALIEM.

baan-LllemM-ToB nNuULET, YTO KaK YenoBeyeckas NpUpoaa AMKTYET, YTO Mbl BCE MPELLnM, TaK e YenoBeyeckas Nnpupoaa nporHo3upyerT,
YTO BCE NI0AN UMEIOT BO3MOXHOCTb NOKaATbCA. OH LUMTUPYET CTUX U3 NCaNMOB, KOTOPble Mbl YiTaeM Bo Hawwm monuTsbl (slichos),
KOTOPbIN FOBOPUT: "C MOBTOPSIOLMMMCS BOMIHAMM, Bbl AOKHBI NOXBanuTb Ux". baan Lem obbscHseT, uto uapb [aBug cpaBHUBaeT
€BpeNCcKUii Hapog, C BoSIHaMM okeaHa. Bo Bpems co3paHus BceMorywmin co3pan TOUHYIO FpaHuLy, 40 KOTOPOM TOYKa BOJIHbI HE MOTYT
noexatb. TeM He MeHee, KaXablil AeHb BOSHbI MbITalTeCh NOAHSATL BbiLle 3TOM TOYKWU M NMPEBBILLAET UX NPEAEs, OHU Oblin BblAENEHbI.
HecmoTps Ha ycunus BonHbl, Ux 6ypHOW KpelleHAo BCeraa 3akaHuMBaeTCsl BOTHA BO3BPALLAETCS K CBOEN eCTeCTBEHHOM CMOKOMHOM
PUCYHKOM W BOJSIHA HE MpeBbIIaeT rpaHuLy.

TOYHO TaK e, BCE Mbl B TEYEHME HALLEro BPEMEHWU B 3TOM MMPE MOMbITKE NPEBLICUTb HaLl AOMYCTUMBIV FPaHULY Hallei
NpUBEPXEHHOCTU K Tope 1 ee 3anoBesien. TeM He MeHee, B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, Mbl B KOHLIE KOHLIOB OCO3HaeM CBOK OLUMGKY, U Mbl
BO3BpaLLaeMcs K Hallei NpaBnIbHOM MOSIOXEHMM U NEPCMeKTMBAX Halle XXM3HW, BOCCTaHaBNMBAs HallW AEUCTBUS, YTOObI
COOTBETCTBOBATb Halleit Lenu B Mype. TakuM obpasoM, Jasua KMHF, KOMMEHTUPYS, YTO Haw TBOpeL, BOCXBaNsieT eBPENCKUIA Hapog,
KaK Mbl BCe, B KOHEYHOM CYeTe cepXaTb HallK XenaHus pagy BceBbIlWHero, Kak BOSTHbI BEPHYTHCS K UX CMOKOWCTBUSI NOC/Ee KaXaon
BOJIHbI.

B opyrom noaxone Mbl MOXEM, BO3MOXHO, 06bSCHWTb CPaBHEHWE eBPECKOrO Hapoaa Ha BONHax no-apyroMy. B rnase, B Nitzavim
Topa noapa3syMeBaeT, 4YTo Haw TBOpeL NPUMET Halle NoKasHWe B Ntoboe BpeMsi, Mbl AOCTYYaTbCA A0 HEro, kak CTux rnacut: "W Anb-
MOry4mnii BEPHETCS K HaM M noMunyi Bac". TeM He MeHee, B Parsh u3 V'yelech Topa yka3sbiBaeT, uTo 6yayT ciydaum, KoTopble
BceBbILWHMI OTBOPAYMBAETCS OT HAC U BbITb CKPbITbIE, TaK CKa3aTb NMOMOraTb HaM, kak CTMX rnacuT: "U s 6yay nNpsTaThbCs OT HUX B
TOM, YTO BPeMs, MOTOMY YTO UX 3Mble Aena ". Kak Mbl MOXeM 06bACHWUTL, ka3anock Hbl, NpOTUBOpeUns Mexay AByMs Parshiyos?

TanMmyp B TpakTaTe Pow xa-LlaHa aenaeT pasnunuve Mexay packasHMeM MHAMBKMAYYMa NPOTMB, YTO U3 KOHrperauuu. Korga rpynna
noaen (tzibur) MONMTLCS M NPOCUTL NPOLLEHMS Y BCEBBILHErO UX MOKastHUE MOXET BbITb NMPUHSTO, AAXE EC/IN YXKACAIOLMM YKa3 YXKe
06bsBNEH B Hebecax. TEM He MEHEE, ECTb MHEHWS, YTO, KOrAa MHAMBMAYa/IbHAs PackaeTcs B CBOMX rpexax CaMuM ero rnokasiHve



NPMHUMAETCS TOJIbKO 10 NPUroBOpa NPOBO3r/allaeTcs Ha Hebecax. ITa KOHLENUMS ccbinancs Ha [3Buaa Koponsi B CpaBHEHWUM
€BpENCKUIA Hapoa, BOMH. Koria BofiHa NPUXOAUT KaK eANHOE LIENIOE OHa UMEET Maso Cuilbl. TEM HE MeHee, KOr/Jla BoJHa SBNSETCS
YACTbIO CTPOKM BOJIH UMEET ropa3ao 60/blie MNOTEHLIMIO U BIMSHUE.

MpyyMHa pasHULbl B CyA MeXay MOMIMTBAMM U NMoKasiHMeM cobpaHusi U UTo MHAMBUAYYMa ABOsika. Bo-nepBbix, Koraa 06wecTBo
MOJINTCS BMECTE, KaX/Ibli1 YENOBEK HE U3yUeHbl camMu No cebe, Ho CcyasT B LesioM. Koraa oLeHKa OTHOCUTCS K rpynmne Tex nop, Nnoka
60/IbLUMHCTBO SABNSIOTCS 060CHOBAHHbIM, YeM rpynna CyauTb BbirOAHO. B OT/IMUME OT MOMMTBLI U NMOKAsiHUS JUL, rAe CyXXAeHue
YaCTHOCTW, MLl TONTbKO AenaMu.

Bo-BTOpbIX, MOXXHO YTO TOBap A€fla HEKOTOPbIX JIOAEN B rpynmne Tak Ype3BblYalHO MOMOXMUTENBHOW, UTO OHWM MOMYT HECTU OCTasIbHYIO
YacTb rpynnbl. TeM He MeHee, YeNoBEK, KOTOPbIV KAaeTCsl UMEET TOJIbKO CBOM COBCTBEHHbIE 06pble Aena, YTOBbl MOIOXUTLCS.

,D,aBaf/iTe obbeamHnMcs B I'Ipeﬂ,CTOFILLI,Mﬁ Pow a-LLlaHa 1 noMOnNnUTbLCA U NOKasiTbC BMECTE Kak eAunHoe Lenoe. BceBbllHMIA HENpPEMEHHO
3dTEM MNPUHATb HallX MOJIUTBbI U HannucaTb BC€ C HAMU B KHUIE XXU3HU Ha npe.qcmﬂu.mﬁ HOBbIN roA,.

Xopoume LLa66at! Good Shabbos!

Meafar Kumi
Rabbi Ronen Shaharabany
Graduate, NCYI Rabbinic Training Program
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